



































                                                 
1  Source material and inspiration was drawn from the following texts: Entering the High Holy Days: A 
Guide to the History, Prayers, and Themes, by Rabbi Reuven Hammer, 1998 (Jewish Publication Society: 
Phil PA); Days of Awe:  A Treasury of Traditions, Legends and Learned Commentaries Concerning Rosh 
Ha-Shanah, Yom Kippur and the Days Between, by Shmuel Yoseph Agnon, 1948 (Schocken Books: New 
York, NY); A Guide to Jewish Prayer, by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, 2000 (Schocken Books: New York, NY); 
The Art of Public Prayer, by Rabbi Lawrence A Hoffman, 1988 (The Pastoral Press: Washinigton DC); and 
The Yom Kippur Anthology, by Rabbi Philip Goodman, 1971 (Jewish Publication Society: Phil., PA). I 
owe an enormous debt to Rabbi Les Bronstein for introducing me to these insightful books, and for 
plumbing the depths of these ideas through many years of drashot and teachings.   
2  See Ken Keyes, The Hundredth Monkey , 1982 (Vision Books, St Mary, KY), and a critique by Elaine 
Myers, “The Hundredth Monkey Revisited,” Strategies for Cultural Change, Spring 1985 p 10 (accessed at 
www.context.org?ICLIB/IC09/Myers.htm, on Sep 17, 2010).  Because of the critical questions of the 
science and its interpretation raised by Myers I have elected to refer to this as a “scientific parable” rather 
than empirically-rigorous science. Nonetheless, the eagerness with which scientists and readers have 
embraced this concept of a collective force among the Koshima monkeys reveals a persistent impulse to 
seek a communal imperative that extends beyond the individual. 

















































                                                 
3  Goodman, The Yom Kippur Anthology, pp 122-123 
















































                                                 
4  Hoffman, The Art of Public Prayer, pp 11-18 
5  Agnon, Days of Awe, pp 258-259 
















 









 


 



 
 


















                                                 
6  Hammer, Entering the High Holy Days, pp 150-153 



















































                                                 
7  Hammer, Entering the High Holy Days, p 14 
8  Goodman, The Yom Kippur Anthology, pp 31-32 

























                                                 
9  Goodman, The Yom Kippur Anthology, pp 204-208 


