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“No Rest for the Weary” – Par’shat Zakhor, March 11, 2022 

Rabbi Lester Bronstein, Bet Am Shalom, White Plains NY 

 

Imagine a scenario in which an attacker grants its victims a humanitarian safe 

corridor for refugees to flee, and then attacks the corridor, killing and wounding 

countless defenseless victims. 

We can imagine it, because we have just seen it in Ukraine. 

We have also seen it, more or less, in the Torah portion we reference on this 

Shabbat preceding Purim.  Our Israelite ancestors, weak and confused, having 

only recently crossed the parted sea to freedom, find themselves under attack 

from a fierce desert nation named Amalek. 

According to the version in Deuteronomy, “undeterred by fear of God, he 

surprised you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and cut down 

all the stragglers in your rear.” 

It’s an awful thing to think about, especially so close to the freilach holiday of 

Purim, and especially on Shabbat.   

Tomorrow night I am joining a group of eighteen New York area rabbis on a UJA-

sponsored mission to Poland, specifically to the Ukrainian border where famished 

and weary refugees are running for their lives.  We will bring tons of much-

needed medical supplies, and, hopefully, some hope.  I hope we’ll be able to 

capture and bring along something of the comfort and encouragement of this 

particularly special Shabbat. 
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We’ll be in Lublin on Sunday, thirty miles from Kotzk, according to my colleague 

Rabbi Jonathan Morgenstern of Young Israel of Scarsdale, who will be on the trip.  

He is a direct descendant of the Kotzker. 

The story is told of the Kotzker rebbe visiting his colleague, Rabbi Yitzhak Meir 

Rotenberg, the “Rim,” and founder of the community up the road in Ger.  “Why,” 

asks the Kotzker, “did our Sages ordain that we should read about the blotting out 

of Amalek’s memory specifically on the Shabbat preceding Purim rather than on a 

weekday?” 

The suggestion, of course, is that the subject is important, but nonetheless way 

too morbid to let it spoil the peacefulness of the Sabbath. 

The Rim answers, “Certainly it is because the passage from Deuteronomy we read 

on that Shabbat says “when the Eternal your God grants you safety from all your 

enemies around you.” In the Hebrew, “grants you” is b’haniach. Says the Rim, 

b’haniach hints at m’nuchah, “rest” or “restfulness,” which is one of the special 

names for Shabbat.”  Shabbat m’nuchah. 

His point is that only the Shabbat, the most powerful component of Jewish life we 

possess, can give us the spiritual strength and courage to overcome the Amalekite 

attackers in our lives.  

It is the Rim’s grandson, the S’fas Emes, who takes the thought to its logical 

conclusion.  He quotes the Midrash Tanchuma that makes the comparison 

between the Torah’s commandment to zakhor, “remember” Amalek and to 

zakhor, “remember” the Shabbat.  The midrash avers that the two are somehow 

equivalent.  The S’fas Emes clarifies: “The memory of the one relies on the 
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memory of the other.  Just as we remember the sanctity of Shabbat, so we gain 

the capacity to blot out Amalek.”  

Our fellow humans racing to safety – even as we speak, and even as we enter the 

restfulness of our Shabbat – will need more than sanctity and prayer to find their 

way out of Amalek’s path.  Decent souls the world over are trying to find ways to 

give them what they need.  Meanwhile, may this Shabbat allow us to summon up 

all the decency we possess, so as not to “forget” what is going on before our eyes. 

 


